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Matching and Pair Practice

1

1. Match the conversation on the left with the conversation on the right.

A:

1.
2.
3.

B:

Why didn’t you drive
to the game?
Why didn’t you meet us
after work?
Why didn’t you come to
my party?

a. I’m sorry. I didn’t have
b.
c.

your address.
I’m sorry. I couldn’t find
my keys.
I’m sorry. I had to clean the
house.

4. Why were you late?

d. I’m sorry. I was too tired.

5. I was waiting for you.

e. I’m sorry. I forgot the time.

2. Match the pictures to the dialogue. Fill in matching numbers.

A:

B:

A:

B:

A:

B:

A:

B:

3. In pairs, practice the
conversations and tick
the boxes.

A:

A:

B:

student A ticks the A: box and
student B ticks the B: box

B:

1. Why did you break the

Sorry, but I had to work
late.

2.

vase?
Why didn’t you do your
homework?

a.
b.

Sorry, but I didn’t see it.

3.

Please take out your ID.

c.

Sorry, but I didn’t have
any money.

4.

You didn’t come out for
drinks.

d.

5.

Why did you rob the bank?

e.

A:

1
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B:

A:

B:

A:

B:

A:

Sorry, but I couldn’t
understand.
Sorry, but I forgot my
license.

B:

A:

B:
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Where were you? (Fill in the sentence.)

2

Place the correct sentences based on the pictures.

I was at a restaurant
I was traveling
I was in the hospital
I was camping
I was in bed
I was in the restroom

1

2

3

Where were you?
___________________.

Where were you?
___________________.

Where were you?
___________________.

4

5

Where were you?
___________________.

3

6

Where were you?
___________________.

Where were you?
___________________.

Role Play
Practice the dialogue in pairs. Pay attention to the words in red.

a: You didn’t meet me. Where were you?
b: I’m sorry, but I didn’t make the train.
a: Why didn’t you call me?
b: I couldn’t find your number.
Complete the dialogue. Use phrases from the box below. Can you add more on your own?

excuses
I lost my keys
the alarm didn’t work
I couldn’t find my credit card
I didn’t make the train
my car broke down
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How do you feel about it?

4

Scale - rate yourself

0 ~ 10

The
How do you feel about the statements below?
RateScale
on a scale of 0 to 10.
0

1

2

How troubling is each situation below? Rate them.
3
4
5
6
7

(not
discrimination)
(a little)
(I don’t
feel strong about
it.)

(medium)

8

9

10

(very troubling)
(worst)
(I feel strong about
it.)

1. Sex: a hardworking woman is not promoted while male colleagues are __
2. Sex: An interviewer asks a woman if she plans to have children __
3. Sex: a politician says infants need their mother more than their father __
4. Sex: young men are forced to fight in wars while women are not __

any
good
excuses?
1.5. Are
Age: athere
productive
worker
is forced
to retire at 65 __

6. Race: a Japanese youth living abroad is told to “go back to your home country” __
7. Race: a foreigner cannot rent an apartment because he is not Japanese __

Nationality:should
an immigrant
is paidlie.
less money than a local doing the same factory job __
never
2.8. People

9. Profiling: Police in Arizona stop people who look Hispanic and check them for drugs __
10. Profiling: It is harder for Muslims to get refugee status than people of other religions __
11. Poverty: more poor people go to prison than rich even though the crime rate is the same __

3.12.Should
someone tell a lie to protect someone?
Occupational: people avoid speaking with a janitor or butcher at a party __

13. Appearance: a better qualified but less attractive person doesn’t get a job __
14. Religion: Muslims are screened more carefully at airport immigration and customs __

challenges:
a capable person
is not hiredfor
because
s/he has
Down’s Syndrome
__
it okay
to excuse
someone
doing
something
bad?
4.15.IsMental
16. Physical challenges: a person in a wheelchair cannot enter a building with no ramp __
17. Sexuality: a gay man can’t marry his lover __
18. Identity: a man who identifies as a woman is not allowed to use the women’s restroom

5. I sometimes make an excuse for being late.

When finished, share your ratings and discuss with a partner. Do the quick checklist on page 5.

6. I never use an excuse to get out of something
that I don’t want to do.

7. I would never tell a lie.

answers for activities
activity 1

1. b / 2. d / 3. a / 4. e / 5. c | 1. b / 2. d / 3. e / 4. a / 5. c

activity 2

1. I was at a restaurant 2. I was camping 3. I was in bed 4. I was traveling 5. I was in the restroom 6. I was in the hospital

3
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